Algebra I HONORS Course Syllabus
Instructor: Mrs. Turner          
                                                          Phone: 623-455-7400 
   
Email: sturner@paradiseschools.org 
                                            Website:http://sturnermath.weebly.com/

Course Description

Algebra I is a course focusing on the application of modeling to real-world problems, while developing the foundations necessary to access all higher mathematics.  Content will focus on functions, linear equations, systems of equations, quadratic functions, polynomials, rational expressions & radicals, rational functions, probability & counting, and data analysis & statistics.
The course will present mathematics through contemporary applications and practice to develop higher-order thinking skills.  Students will be asked to propose ideas, explain solutions and revise assumptions and conclusions. Students will be expected to answer word problems using full sentence structure with conventions and utilize course vocabulary within technical writing practices.
Materials
1 ½ inch 3-ring Binder
1 2 pocket folder with prongs
Post-it Notes
Glue Sticks
Colored Pencils
Tape
Scissors
Grading pens (any color except black or yellow)
Pencils (please include “old school” pencils, as well as, mechanical)

2 pkgs of lined paper

2 dry erase markers (for you to keep and use)

A 2 pocket folder or other filing system for keeping graded assignments

Graph paper

Ruler

Erasers
Accountability

Grading

Each semester students will have the opportunity to earn .5 credits of mathematics.  The grading term is broken into the following components and approximate weights:

Assessments (Tests & Quizzes)

60%



Practice (Classwork, Homework, and Projects)
25%
Final Exam



15%
Grades reflect student ability as demonstrated by the student, and are based on state content standards.  
Classwork/Homework Assignments
Students will be given one day for each day they are absent to complete missed assignments.  It is essential to the learning process that the student attempts every problem.  STUDENTS MUST SHOW ALL WORK OR RECEIVE NO CREDIT.  Late work will be accepted up to two days after the designated due date for the assignment. Students will receive an Academic Detention Slip (per the student handbook) if work is not turned in on the date due. If the detention slip is not returned the next day with a parent signature, the student will have detention that afternoon (regardless of whether the assignment is turned in or not). In addition, students will earn only 75% of the earned grade when an assignment is one day late, 50% of the earned grade when two days late, and no credit for the assignment on or after the third day. NO LATE WORK will be accepted one week prior to the end of a grading period.
Tests

Students will be given one week to make-up a test they have missed due to absence.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule a make-up test time with the teacher and complete the exam.  If a test is not completed within one week, a score of zero will be posted.  
Academic Dishonesty
Students are encouraged to help each other and seek assistance from teachers.  However, there is a distinct difference between collaboration between classmates and plagiarism/cheating.  Copying work during a test or quiz; copying homework or projects from another student or source; plagiarizing from websites, books, magazines or other published sources are all forms of cheating.  Anyone caught in this practice will receive a zero on the assignment/test, a phone call home, and a referral to the office. *If one student is copying from another, they will BOTH receive zeros.  

Studying& Homework
It is the student’s responsibility to seek help or find resources pertaining to concepts they do not understand or have missed due to an absence.  Mrs. Turner’s regularly scheduled tutoring hours are on Monday and Friday from 2:45 to 3:30 and are by appointment only.  There is a sign-up sheet located in the classroom.  There are also various online websites that provide videos and practice problems for students to utilize for further concept mastery.
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All students have the opportunity to earn an A in this class.  The way to earn that grade is:

1. Complete assignments on time.
2. Follow directions thoroughly.
3. Practice full class participation.
4. Seek assistance from the teacher and/or peers outside of class, as needed.
5. Review previous lessons for any concepts you do not understand.
6. Keep a detailed notebook.
7. Study for tests by completing practice problems from online resources, text books, 

and/or materials distributed by the teacher.
Course Content

· Expressions & Equations

· Functions

· Systems of Equations

· Quadratic Functions

· Polynomials

· Rational Expressions & Radicals
· Rational Functions

· Probability & Counting

· Data Analysis & Statistics

Rules

· Be prepared to learn each day

· Bring completed homework, pencil, and paper to class EVERYDAY!

· Be in your seat when the bell rings.
· Arrive with a good attitude and an open mind
· Contribute positively to the learning environment

· Display courtesy and attentive listening so everyone’s voice may be heard and valued

· Use honesty and integrity in all class interactions
· Follow all rules in the student handbook

· Be productive

· Take notes

· Use class time to work on assigned tasks

· Give generous intellectual contributions to all group work
· Put forth your best effort, always
Classroom Procedures
Student Binders
Students will maintain a 3-ring binder and a folder(s) with warm-ups, notes, and graded assignments.  Students should always have extra notebook paper and graph paper for use in class for notes and assignments.
Assignments
All problems must be labeled neatly and organized in order vertically.  Work and answers will be done in pencil or typed.  Conceptual questions require complete sentences for solutions. Graphs require the use of a ruler and/or graph paper.  Assignments with “answers only” will not be accepted!  All assignments will be completed in pencil.  All assignments will be labeled with the following header in the upper right hand corner of the page



 Name




                      








   Date







Period





      Assignment Title





Entering Class

 Students will enter class and be seated in their assigned seat, ready to begin the warm-up.
Absent work
It is the student’s responsibility to turn in makeup work and schedule for make-up exams.  Notes must be copied from another student. 

Dismissal
A bell does not dismiss the class.  The teacher will excuse students to leave.  All materials will be returned and workspaces clean before students are dismissed. 

Passes

Please refrain from asking for passes unless completely necessary.  Restroom breaks and drinks should be taken care of between classes.  We have a lot of content to learn in a very short time; we will use every minute for learning.

When you finish your assignment early…
There will be times during class when you will finish an activity or assignment early.  It is important that you do not become a distraction to the rest of the class.  There is always something you can do during those times.

1. Study your notes.
2. Complete Homework

3. Work on Challenge Problems
When you need help:  There are many ways to receive additional support.

1. Teacher Assistance -   There are designated times in class everyday for asking questions.  If this time is insufficient, please see the teacher to make an appointment for before and/or after school assistance. (Check Mrs. Turner’s schedule before arranging transportation.)
2. Peer Groups – The best way to learn is to teach a friend.  Schedule peer tutoring and group study sessions with other students from class.
3. Electronic resources will be posted on the teacher website for your access.
You, as both students and individuals, have more resources available to you than any other generation of human beings on this Earth!  We will be learning how to utilize these resources during the year - get ready to learn!

Questions I have after reading the syllabus:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please sign and return this page
___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Student Name: _______________________________________

Course: __________________________

I have read and understand the syllabus and procedures for Mrs. Turner’s classroom.  I will do my best to adhere to the classroom policies and to put forth my best effort in class each day and on all assignments at home.

__________________________________________

________________

Student Signature






Date

I have read and reviewed the syllabus and procedures for Mrs. Turner’s classroom with my son/daughter.  I will do my best to support them in their efforts to succeed.

___________________________________


_________________
Parent Signature






Date
___________________________________


_______________________________

Parent e-mail






Parent Home Number / Cell Number
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